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SURGE CURRENTS

 OUTER ISLANDS HOME SUPPORT PROGRAM 

Many of you know that Lise Batcheller is our original home support worker who 

travels by foot, boat and quad to check on, and assist, clients. We’re very pleased 

to welcome Kim Barnes, who joined the program as home support worker last    

November. And many thanks to Sheila Hollanders for stepping in for Lise over the 

last weeks. 

One of the popular aspects of the program is the delivery of a variety of homemade 

soups. 

At this time we have a roster of 25 clients on four islands and we are funded for 

one full day of work by each worker every week. Our goal is to see each client at 

least once a month or more in special circumstances. Obviously this can be quite a 

challenge with seasonal storms and snow. 

The program began in June 2019. We received some generous private donations, 

as well as a few grants, which kept us going until November 2020. During those 

sixteen months we were able to demonstrate the need for, and the effectiveness of, 

our program. Island Health stepped up and provided funding for one year with the 

opportunity to renew it on a yearly basis. This is wonderful as it gives us confidence in the program continuing and 

the ability to plan for the future. 

Sally Davies 

 

                                                   FIREWOOD 

We have a grant for firewood this year again AND the opportunity to add to it IF there is 
enough interest from workers and clients. 

It may seem a little early to be starting this, but our grant(s) end in June so we really need 
to get going! 

We’ve had a few workers come forward and we welcome more. We’ve been able to in-
crease the rates so that’s good news for workers.    



Current Events and Notices                                                                

                                                            Medical Clinic February 

                         NP Pat will be attending the clinic on February 3rd and Dr. Steve on February 24th.  

                                                         Mail without Box Numbers 

Some of the mail coming to Surge Narrows post office doesn't have the correct PO box or there isn't a PO box.  I  
usually write your post office box on the mail if it is missing which Canada Post requires us to do.  If you get mail 

with a post office box written on it, could you please update whoever sent the mail with the correct PO box?  This 
will save us time and it will help us to get your mail in the right po box.  Could you please let me know if you have 
any     questions?  Thanks Donna, Postmaster Surge Narrows 

                                                       Special Prawn Closure Areas 

13-12, 13-16, 13-17. (Roughly surrounds Read Island.) Fisheries is patrolling the area.  

FIREWOOD: We’ll contact the firewood clients from last year to confirm that you’d like to be included again. Any 
seniors who haven’t been involved yet are welcome to sign up for assistance.   

 

Please contact: sallyotg@gmail.com or Sally Davies: 250-204-8466 

mailto:sallyotg@gmail.com


From the Lot 302 Go Fund Me page:  Lot 302 Purchase, Read Island, BC   
 
JANUARY 21, 2021 by Rosie Steeves, Organizer 
As we embark on a new year, we’d like to thank everyone once again for 
generous support and provide an update on accomplishments and          
activities. SNCA assumed ownership of the 20-acre forested property in 
late 2019, and 2020 has been a perfect year for an outdoor community 
project. We’ve been busy! 
 
Our first objective was to develop a low impact trail so everyone could 
enjoy the forest. Several folks flagged a route that includes lots of special 
natural features. On a number of really fun workdays, community       
members tamed the route into a lovely 0.77 km walking path that is      
accessible for young and old. In fact, we had lots of help from our youth: Surge School kids were among our most re-
liable helpers, and with a little guidance, they are creating the interpretative signage that will provide information 
along the trail. There are a few bridges yet to be     installed, but at another work party, grownups milled a windthrow 
cedar to deck the aluminum beams we’ve  purchased for crossing a wetland. We are all very delighted with the trail 
and invite anyone to come and enjoy it! 
 
Another project is establishing protection for the land. We’ve produced a document that formally describes intentions 
along with a comprehensive set of rules to guide and ensure careful human use. Community volunteers also conducted 
initial baseline surveys to identify and record resident species, sensitive ecosystems and other special features of the 
forest. This will be used to monitor the land and changes over time and will serve as the basis for establishing a      
conservation covenant or other formal protection. 
 
We have also taken down the remains of an old cabin on the lot and another pass at cleaning up the site was fun          
excuse for a Christmas Eve bonfire! This year’s focus on outdoor social gathering gave rise to discussions about a      
pavilion and the School District is also interested in building an outdoor classroom. We are considering ways in which 
all needs may be combined for the good of the community. 
 
Work is also continuing on acquiring and protecting additional lands. We hope to share good news about this in the 
not-too-distant future. 
 
Once again, thank you for your generous support and we’ll be sure to keep you posted on further developments. 
 
Surge Narrows Community Association 
 

http://link.email.dynect.net/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=HntimpDLySumJMRT%2BNV55ZEyMisJt5JSmKO5hNECE8Z0MEIBjczK%2B9nyLiGYAFXFMldTU2Il6Wp6LIj9rGTFLtUcBDlPd6C1WK7gFoguxDE6%2BGYJSgrfLw%3D%3D&G=21&R=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gofundme.com%2Ff%2Flot-302-purchase-read-isl


Calling all concerned citizens, stewards of our beautiful islands! 

While contiguous stands of old-growth are worth fighting for, single old-growth trees are priceless in their own right. 
Large old-growth trees sequester huge amounts of carbon dioxide; help capture rainwater and retain runoff; provide 
homes for animals, from the microscopic to the macroscopic, some of which are found nowhere else on Earth; are 
ecosystems in themselves; are mother trees to the forests around them and imbibe our lives with sacredness and awe. 

Saving Big Trees, What You Can Do: 

By law, the following trees are protected under the Forest and Range Practices Act of B.C. Special Tree Pro-
tection Regulation, and granted a 56m radius buffer from logging. 

Western red cedar with a 3.85m diameter at breast height (DBH is measured at 1.37m above ground) 

Coastal Douglas-fir 2.7m DBH   —   Sitka spruce 2.83m DBH   —   Yellow cedar 2.65m DBH 

Big leaf maple 1.98m DBH   —    Pacific yew 63cm DBH   —   Arbutus 1.64m DBH 

Black cottonwood 2.68m DBH   —    Grand fir (balsam) 1.46m DBH   —    Pacific yew 63cm DBH 

Trees of important aesthetic, cultural (i.e. Culturally Modified Trees) or ecological value may also be          
identified and granted protection. Landowners and tenure holders must report a specified tree within 30 days 
of its identification. 

If you know of or spot a large tree, take a picture, mark the location and tell someone! Send an email to SNFA 
at surgenarrowsfac@gmail.com, we can take the required measurements and forward them to the land owner 
or tenure holder or, if you are interested, we can direct you in how to proceed.  

Johanna Paradis 

Following are various links of importance to forests provided by the Surge Narrows Forest  
Advisory Committee 

 
Many Overheated Forests May Soon Release More Carbon Than They Absorb:  

New research suggests that, sooner than expected, trees may become carbon sources rather  

than carbon sinks, as a feedback loop of rising temperatures drives them to release more  

greenhouse gases. https://insideclimatenews.org/news/13012021/forests-heat-climate-change/ 
 

Beautiful, new, and local: Powell River community website launched to inform and support  
timely implementation of BC’s Old Growth Strategic Review – please share. 
https://www.qathetoldgrowth.ca 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/344464636947245/permalink/473007170759657/ 
 
Some nice really short videos 
https://www.cbc.ca/documentaries/the-nature-of-things/scientists-are-discovering-new-species-in-the-ancient-
canopies-of-canada-s-tallest-trees-1.5873518?
fbclid=IwAR2RWl_XCzfRlTqm42zQSmo6dBhE1OMYjlInaHRaHZn0QvjUBJrCkoSuZQQ 

 

MORE OF EVERYTHING  In this film, Swedish scientists and foresters examine outcomes and discredit claims of 
the Swedish forest industry. Pertinent to here because BC’s forest industry is modelled on forest management       
systems developed in Sweden. https://moreofeverything.org/  (59 minute film) 

  
The Serviceberry: An Economy of Abundance  Robin Wall Kimmerer reimagines currencies of exchange based on 
an ethic of reciprocity, Indigenous wisdom, and ecological systems.  https://emergencemagazine.org/story/the-
serviceberry/?fbclid=IwAR2aeOmaz2Oj0x-lER4Di9QK1QTKMuwJVlNLDKUpE8ljv569HdV3DXtI6IE  (45 min 
audio story) 

mailto:surgenarrowsfac@gmail.com
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Emergency Preparedness by Ginny Vassal 

 

COVID Vaccinations and other Emergency Preparedness 

questions you’ve been asking… 

“What’s up on COVID Vaccinations?” you ask. 

Although the B.C. high-level vaccination plan has been rolled out, the      

details are still being worked out under direction of the Provincial Medical 

Health Officer. Both of our possible vaccination providers, Quadra Medical 

Clinic (Dr. Steve & NP Pat) and Campbell River Public Health (the nurses 

we work with who come in October to give flu shots), are waiting for that 

direction. We continue to be in contact with these providers to support   

communications, registration and logistics, and will get information to you 

as soon as available. 

“What about this new BC benefit that came in January 

2021?” 

The BC Recovery Benefit is a one-time tax-free payment of 

up to $1,000 for families and up to $500 for                      

individuals. You must apply to receive it, you have until 

June 30, 2021 to apply.  Details and online filing at  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/economic-recovery/

recovery-benefit. Telephone applications  call 1-833-882-0020, be prepared with your 2019 income tax return net 

income, your social insurance number, and your driver’s license number. 

Fire & Firesmart: 

“Whatever happened to the Fire Warden Program?” 

Out BC Wildfire Officer, Jeff Belcher, Powell River office, explained this program was 

cancelled a number of years ago and the funding was reallocated to the Firesmart Program. 

“So the Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) for our area was completed in 2020. What’s next?” 

One of the benefits of the CWPP is its focus on the human – wild interface, in other words, how to keep our homes 

safe in case of wildfire. This is especially important as BC Wildfire is not equipped nor permitted to fight house 

fires. 

SRD Emergency Preparedness on our behalf has applied for a Firesmart expert to visit homes identified in the     

report as the highest risk areas. Highest risk areas are generally those with the most homes / residents. The expert 

will provide ranked suggestions to each homeowner. My understanding is the funding for 2021 – the Firesmart   

expert coming to advise – is extremely likely. 

The plan is in the following year, to obtain funding up to $500 per household to assist in carrying out these         

recommendations. 

“And what about a community chipping service like done on Quadra Island this year?” 

This is more complicated. The funding permits chipper rental, but not a chipper purchase. And the logistics of    

getting a large industrial-sized rental chipper and staff to all island residents is significant. Add to that the learning 

of Quadra Islanders from their chipping program – the chipped material is considered a fire hazard, so was taken 

away, and not left as garden mulch as many gardeners wished. So for now, this idea is on hold. 

Any other questions of an Emergency Preparedness nature, contact me at gvassal2@gmail.com, I’ll do my best to 

get back to you, or if I don’t know the answer, I’ll put you in touch with someone who does. Ginny  
 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/economic-recovery/recovery-benefit.%20Telephone%20applications%20%20call%201-833-882-0020
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/economic-recovery/recovery-benefit.%20Telephone%20applications%20%20call%201-833-882-0020
mailto:gvassal2@gmail.com


About Connected Coast (from their website www.connectedcoast.ca ) 

The Connected Coast will bring high-speed Internet accessibility to rural and remote communities along coastal B.C., 
Haida Gwaii, and Vancouver Island. It will connect communities to a subsea fibre-optic network that will run from 
Prince Rupert to Haida Gwaii, down the Sunshine Coast, and around Vancouver Island. The cable will provide 159 
landings at rural and remote coastal communities, including 48 Indigenous communities representing 44 First Nations, 
with the opportunity to connect to high-speed internet. It is anticipated that this project will be completed at the end of 
2023. In total, it is estimated that the project has the potential to benefit 175,000 British Columbians, living in 90,000 
households. 

The impact of the project and the opportunities it will provide to these communities will be enormous. Access to     
reliable high-speed internet and cell phone service means that residents will be able to access online learning and 
health services, emergency notifications, news and participate in online discussions and sharing. It will also open new 
economic development opportunities for residents who will be able to work remotely and participate on e-commerce 
and online business development. 

CityWest and the Strathcona Regional District entered into a joint venture agreement in September 2020 to manage 
the Connected Coast project. 

The project has been made possible by the government of Canada’s Connect to Innovate program, Indigenous        
Services Canada, and the Province of B.C. through the Connecting British Columbia program administered by     
Northern Development Initiative Trust. 

CityWest and the Strathcona Regional District (SRD) announced (January 2021) Baylink Networks as the prime    
contractor for designing and building the Connected Coast project. 

“With this announcement, we’re taking an exciting next step towards getting fibre in the water and bringing high 
speed connectivity to communities along coastal British Columbia,” said Stefan Woloszyn, CEO of CityWest. 
“Baylink’s proposal was strong, and the company has the capacity and experience to build Canada’s largest undersea 
fibre optic network.” 

“We’re excited to be part of the Connected Coast project, connecting remote coastal communities of British Columbia 
with high-speed internet,” said Darren Dofher, CEO of Baylink Networks. “We look forward to seeing what        
economies will develop in these communities with state-of-the-art infrastructure and limitless bandwidth. We would 
like to thank the extended team that worked diligently to get the project underway.” 

http://www.connectedcoast.ca


Baylink Networks is a private company based in Port Coquitlam, B.C. that specializes in providing turnkey undersea 
networks. 
To learn more about Strathcona Regional District and City West’s Connected Coast Project, please                            
visit www.connectedcoast.ca. 

From the Connected Coast website FAQ 

What is last-mile connectivity? Why isn’t it being completed as part of this project? 
 
The Connected Coast project provides ‘backbone’ infrastructure only. It does not include last-mile connectivity for 
communities to connect to the high-speed infrastructure. Last-mile generally refers to the final leg of telecommunica-
tions networks that brings the service to homes and end retail customers. The last-mile solution will be unique to each 
community depending on their aspirations, resources and existing connectivity landscape. Community-based institu-
tions and ISPs that offer last-mile services will be able to connect directly to that backbone infrastructure. 

Network BC is the provincial agency tasked with improving connectivity across the province and are a helpful resource 
for communities and ISP’s seeking to connect to the backbone infrastructure. The Connected Coast project team will 
keep ISP’s, regional districts and communities informed of important developments and initiatives that may assist them 
to develop last-mile solutions. 

Internet access is important but so is cellular coverage. Why are we prioritizing getting these communities      
internet access before they can use a cellphone? 
 
Cellular service is one way to connect communities and we will continue to find ways to improve cell service in the  
region. By investing in a fibre-optic line we are creating the opportunity for service providers to connect BC’s 
coastal regions with modern internet access and cellular coverage. The network’s existence is also expected to 
make it easier for local internet service providers to obtain grant funding to connect homes and achieve internet speeds 
available today in large cities. 

Meanwhile….looming competition appears to have spurred Telus to life 

With serious competition looming, Telus is trying to up their game by initiating efforts to put more cell towers on 
Quadra, Cortes and Read. From Jim Abram’s Regional Director’s Report in the January 22, 2021 Discovery Islander: 

We have issued the contract to the cable layers for the back-bone fibre cable that will go from Prince Rupert to        
Vancouver and down both sides of Vancouver Island. We are going to be some of the first seven starting in the    
Campbell River area! We have landing sites for fibre all around Quadra and for Surge Narrows, Granite Bay and Blind 
Channel. This is very exciting! 

We are also in the final stages of getting Last Mile funding (to get it to your house) and we will know about that soon. 
The caution I want to throw out there is that the funding depends on “unserved areas”. SO, the caution is that Telus is 
now actively going out and trying to put up towers in these unserved areas so they can say they are served and 
we won’t get the funding. They have already approached landowners on Quadra with very lucrative offers to be able 
to put up towers. What they have not taken into account is that all towers WILL require a land use rezoning. So you as 
residents will have a say: Do you want a multi hundred foot tower in your neighbourhood? The plot has definitely 
thickened. This is very upsetting since I have lobbied them for twenty years to improve service and they have always 
said there wasn’t a business case. Now that we come in as the COMPETITION, there is a business case… pretty      
suspect, if you ask me!” 

Jim’s message to us all is to not let Telus in. After years of terrible service they are trying to out maneuver the SRD/
CityWest competition.  If we allow a Telus tower on Read Island, only possible through a rezoning application which 
will come before the public, our chances of getting any last mile funding will go out the window. Jim advises that we 
just keep on keeping on with our current systems until this all works out.  As stated above, Connected Coast and     
CityWest say that cell service can be extracted from the fibre optic cable via hubs that can be installed at a later date. 

https://connectedcoast.cmail19.com/t/t-l-xudhlud-chtllita-y/


Regional Director’s Report —segments copied from the Discovery Islander/January 22, 2021 

(A portion of this Report also appears in the article on the Connected Coast.) 

Bute Inlet slide and IPP’s  

(Run of the River power projects) Shifting gears, I am sure that all of you are aware of the horrific landslide that 

took place near Bute Inlet at Elliot Creek. The devastation was incredible and was a prime example of why some 

areas should not be industrialized by such things as Independent Power Projects. This is the area the applicants for 

the IPP’s are proposing. Immediately after the slide I wrote to the approving officer for the project and, of course, all 

of the appropriate Ministers involved. My letter follows:  

Dear Katie Semeroni , (Approving officer, FLNRORD)   

As the Elected Local Government representative for the entire area under investigation , I am very concerned with 

the answers coming back from your office regarding this application, considering all of the input you have had for a 

year and a half from the public. I sent a letter with all of the information you are now asking my constituents to    

provide. I am attaching it again for your review. Did you not see all of the media in the past two days of the          

devastation due to geological forces in the exact area you are considering for this permit? Please search “Bute Inlet 

Slide and Flooding”. Your browser will fill up with coverage. This was just one of the many slides that happen in 

the area on a regular basis. There is no basis for consideration of any industrial development in the area. Just ask any 

of the logging camp owners and lodge owners that frequent this area. Their evidence far outweighs anything you 

will find in your studies. Chief Darren Blaney worked with us in 2009 - 2011 to stop the last ill-conceived attempt 

by Plutonic and GE for basically the same proposal. He was adamantly opposed as was the NDP government of the 

day, in Opposition. I have been told by numerous present Ministers that this will never go through. I want to insure 

that they are right. I do not plan to stop this opposition to this ridiculous proposal until it is withdrawn or turned 

down by Government. Citizens’ input should carry a lot of weight in this process. We live and make our livings in 

this area. All six species of salmon spawn in this area. Grizzly bears, black bears, mountain goats, to name a few, 

call it home. It cannot be destroyed. We won’t let it be. Respectfully Jim Abram 

Integrated Community Sustainability Plan update 

We received a $70,000 grant about three years ago to produce an overall plan for Area C and it would guide a re-
write of our OCP and outdated zoning bylaw and create a new OCP and zoning bylaw for the antiquated one in the 

outer islands. ONE public meeting was held on Quadra and ONE public meeting was held at Surge Narrows to   
gather public input. That was it! I hounded our staff to tell me what was going on and when we would move on with 
this. They had no answers. After much inquiry we were told we would have it by June 2020 (about 6 months late 
and into COVID). The grant had a deadline of Dec. 2020 for completion. We don’t have a plan nor do we have new 

OCP’s and bylaws. So it was brought up at our Board meeting to request a one year extension. That passed and will 
be forwarded. I am extremely upset with the consulting firm that was contracted. We as the SRD should have been 
on their case to get it done. So now we wait. The frustration in the outer islands is so thick, it can be cut with a knife 

and I feel the same for Quadra.  More to follow.  

External appointments to other processes: I was very pleased at our last Board meeting to be re-appointed to all of 
the outside marine processes that I sit on working with the Feds, the Province and First Nations along with stake-
holders from all sectors to deal with marine issues that effect all of us. I was also appointed as the Local              

Government Representative to the We Wai Kai Treaty Advisory Table. I am very pleased to represent your interests 
at all of these tables. I report back to the Board after every meeting so everyone knows what takes place. All of the 
reports are on the  srd.ca  website I was also called by the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of DFO to advise 

on her Transition Team that is going to be dealing with how to help mitigate any impacts to the aquaculture industry 
resulting from the decision to close the farms in the Discovery Islands. I have been working daily on this consulting 
with various sectors of all fisheries to insure that any possible impact will be dealt with. I know there has been a lot 

of media on this topic but my role will be to try and work with a decision that has already been made, including the 
inclusion of a transition plan, and make it work. The plan was announced as part of the decision. I’m not sure the 
media has accurately reported that part. Jim Abram, Director, Discovery Islands-Mainland inlets, Area C, SRD 



THE HILL WE CLIMB by AMANDA GORMAN delivered at President Biden’s Inauguration 
When day comes, we ask ourselves where can we find light in this never-ending shade? 
The loss we carry, a sea we must wade. 
We’ve braved the belly of the beast. 
We’ve learned that quiet isn’t always peace, 
and the norms and notions of what “just” is isn’t always justice. 
And yet, the dawn is ours before we knew it. 
Somehow we do it. 
Somehow we’ve weathered and witnessed a nation that isn’t broken, 
but simply unfinished. 
We, the successors of a country and a time where a skinny Black girl descended from slaves and raised by a single mother can dream of 
becoming president, only to find herself reciting for one. 
And yes, we are far from polished, far from pristine, 
but that doesn’t mean we are striving to form a union that is perfect. 
We are striving to forge our union with purpose. 
To compose a country committed to all cultures, colors, characters, and conditions of man. 
And so we lift our gazes not to what stands between us, but what stands before us. 
We close the divide because we know, to put our future first, we must first put our differences aside. 
We lay down our arms so we can reach out our arms to one another. 
We seek harm to none and harmony for all. 
Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true: 
That even as we grieved, we grew. 
That even as we hurt, we hoped. 
That even as we tired, we tried. 
That we’ll forever be tied together, victorious. 
Not because we will never again know defeat, but because we will never again sow division. 

Scripture tells us to envision that everyone shall sit under their own vine and fig tree and no one shall make them afraid. 
If we’re to live up to our own time, then victory won’t lie in the blade, but in all the bridges we’ve made. 
That is the promise to glade, the hill we climb, if only we dare. 
It’s because being American is more than a pride we inherit. 
It’s the past we step into and how we repair it. 
We’ve seen a force that would shatter our nation rather than share it. 
Would destroy our country if it meant delaying democracy. 
This effort very nearly succeeded. 
But while democracy can be periodically delayed, 
it can never be permanently defeated. 
In this truth, in this faith, we trust, 
for while we have our eyes on the future, history has its eyes on us. 
This is the era of just redemption. 
We feared it at its inception. 
We did not feel prepared to be the heirs of such a terrifying hour, 
but within it, we found the power to author a new chapter, to offer hope and laughter to ourselves. 
So while once we asked, ‘How could we possibly prevail over catastrophe?’ now we assert, ‘How could catastrophe possibly prevail 
over us?’ 

We will not march back to what was, but move to what shall be: 
A country that is bruised but whole, benevolent but bold, fierce and free. 
We will not be turned around or interrupted by intimidation because we know our inaction and inertia will be the inheritance of the next 
generation. 
Our blunders become their burdens. 
But one thing is certain: 
If we merge mercy with might, and might with right, then love becomes our legacy and change, our children’s birthright. 

So let us leave behind a country better than the one we were left. 
With every breath from my bronze-pounded chest, we will raise this wounded world into a wondrous one. 
We will rise from the golden hills of the west. 
We will rise from the wind-swept north-east where our forefathers first realized revolution. 
We will rise from the lake-rimmed cities of the midwestern states. 
We will rise from the sun-baked south. 
We will rebuild, reconcile, and recover. 
In every known nook of our nation, in every corner called our country, 
our people, diverse and beautiful, will emerge, battered and beautiful. 
When day comes, we step out of the shade, aflame and unafraid. 
The new dawn blooms as we free it. 
For there is always light, 
if only we’re brave enough to see it. 
If only we’re brave enough to be it. 
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 THE NORTH ISLAND’S LARGEST 

MARINE STORE AND BOATYARD 

Discovery Harbour Shopping Centre and Marina, Campbell River, BC 

Tel: 250-286-1011 / Toll Free: 1-800-663-2994 / www.oceanpacificmarine.com 

110-Ton Travelift 

ABYC Certified Marine Technicians 

ABYC Electricians 

CWB Welders 

Qualified Fiberglass  

Cummins Marine Technicians 

        Painting and Detailing 

Shipwrights & Fine Wood Workers 

2 – 40X80 Sheds, 1-60x80 Shed 

Emergency Services Available  

 

 

Wherever you are, at sea, on land, the rescueME PLB1 provides the reassurance that global emergency services can 
be alerted by the press of a button. 
rescueME PLB1 works with the only officially recognised worldwide dedicated search and rescue satellite network 
(operated by Cospas Sarsat). As this is funded by governments there are NO CHARGES to use this service. 
When activated the rescueME PLB1 transmits your position and your ID to a Rescue Coordination Center via satel-
lite link. Rescue services nearest to your are promptly notified of your emergency and regularly advised of your cur-
rent location to assist prompt rescue. 
 
Regular Price                                                                             
$356.02                  
Sale Price 
$324.99 
In Stock Only 

 

Kevin Bates 
Store Manager 
Ocean Pacific Marine Store & Boatyard 
P: 250.286.1011 | TF: 1.800.663.2294 EXT 315 | Fax: 250.286.6254 
kevinb@oceanpacificmarine.com | www.oceanpacificmarine.com 

PLB1, the World's smallest PLB 

 

Waterproof to 15 m 

 

No subscription 

Link via satellite to 

Emergency Services 

High intensity 

(1 candela) strobe 

 

Fast accurate positioning 

Easily deployed  

antenna 

 

30% smaller 

 

7 year battery life 

Homing Beacon to aid 

final location by Search 

and Rescue craft 

mailto:kevinb@oceanpacificmarine.com
http://www.oceanpacificmarine.com/


Surge Currents is published as a communication tool for the local community but the content of the newsletter 

does not represent the opinions or position of the Surge Narrows Community Association, unless specifically 

stated or unless an article is signed by the Board of Directors.  Back issues are available. Annual subscription 

to Surge Currents is free to residents/property owners and “Friends of Surge Narrows”. For non-residents, the 

annual rate is $10.00 for email delivery. Subscription with delivery of printed copies via Canada Post is $25.00, 

or $30.00 to a U.S.A. address    Editor:  ksb.svb@gmail.com    SNCA Directors: Sheila Hollanders (Chairman), 

Rosie Steeves (Secretary), Jim Mallis (Treasurer), Steve Barnes, Dood Turner 

Paid up SNCA members (110) for this year October 2020 to September 2021 are: Skip Allan, Heather Ballard, 

Kathy & Steve Barnes, Roger Beriault, Merlin Blixhavn, Emma Chandler, Trish & Graham Cocksedge, David Cox, 

Madeline Cureton, Sally Davies, Pat & Derek D’Altroy, Jonathan Ellis, Daryl Fedje, Ken Flager, Eve Flager, Mark, 

Soma & Leslie Goresky, Pamela Harbord, Mary Caroline & John Hart, Renate & Scott, Jasmine, & Dillon Harvey, 

Violine, Ben, Tom & Shawnai Hollanders, Dr. Steve Hughes, Cameron Humphreys, Heather & Barry Jansen, Donna 

& Bruce Keeling, Linda & Bruce Kempling, Renate Kviet, Claudia Lake, Marc Lavergne, Dan, Jeff & Jill Lewis, 

Zach Locke, Nicole Magistro, Charmaine & Jim Mallis, Matt Malnarich, Wendy & Bill Matheson, Rachel & Roger 

Mattice, Ann & Richard Mayer, Kathy & Dwayne McLean, Joanne McSporran, the Moss Family (13), Jeremy Paine, 

Johanna Paradis, Zephyr Polk, Kiersten & Ashley Riley, Mike Rockwell, Gloria, Dale, Amy, & Catherine Rolfsen, 

Suromitra Santani, Madeleine & Don Shalansky, Eileen Sowerby, Megan Steeves, Rosie & Bob Steeves, Roberta Ste-

venson, Josh Sutherland, Anne Tonkin, Karen & Peter Tonseth, Hazel Trego, Dood Turner, David Turpin, Caren Van 

Der Mark, Ginny Vassal, Shauny & Rand Volk, Coady Webb, Sandy Welch, Maya Weichelt, Douglas White, Laurie 

& Rob Wood 

 

Thank you to our 2020-2021 members. 

 

SNCA membership is $10.00 annually, and covers from AGM to AGM: Surge Narrows Community Associa-

tion, P.O. Box 52, Surge Narrows V0P 1W0. Donations for general expenses, or as you designate for our pro-

jects, are also gratefully received at this address.  Donations can also be made by email transfer to surgenar-

rows@gmail.com.   

  

 

mailto:surgenarrows@gmail.com

