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Living in a Zoo

June 2020

by Jasmine Harvey

Through the Covid 19, we have all been suffering from lack of social interaction, but who says we shouldn’t have animal companions? Well, not us that's for sure! Right from the start we have incubated eggs.
Not long after we started incubating eggs we bought ducklings, and then got a kitten.
Incubating chicken eggs: Chicken eggs need to be turned 3 times a day
for 19 days. It would be inconvenient any other time except for when
you’re stuck at home with nowhere to be. It actually takes 21 days for
a chicken egg to hatch, but the last three days you don’t turn them.
Once a chick has piped the shell, it might take up to twenty-four hours
for it to completely get out of the shell. It’s quite a unique experience
watching a chick emerge from its shell, though it is a bit frustrating
because it takes so long.
Having ducklings: Having ducklings is not an easy task, they’re very
messy and are not a good indoor pet. However, they will follow you around and are much friendlier than
chickens. Ducklings love water, so one of the best things you can do is provide a pond for them to swim.
They will play in the pond for hours. Having ducklings is a fun experience and will entertain you for
days!
Getting a kitten: Getting a kitten is one the best
things to do if you’re looking for a companion.
Though it looks like a lot of work, having a kitten is
pretty much all fun and no mess. Our kitten chews
on our feet so watch out!
Now we are incubating duck eggs, write to you
next month!

Life at My House

By Dylan Harvey

Life at my house is anything but boring, it's annoying not being able to see friends but you can still talk to
them and you can do other things that will take your mind off things like play on the beach or play a board
game. At my house we have a new kitten and we are raising chicks and I always go prawning with my dad
after I finish homework. I have been doing a lot of reading and I've been playing outside. My dad just built a
wood fired hot tub. I have been in that and I have been guarding the chickens. Two pine martens have been
eating our new chickens. It’s killed six so far.

Maya’s new baby goats.

SNCA Board Update “Board Shorts”
June 2020
We hope you and your loved ones are in good health and good spirits.
Hoskyn Channel Dock (also called “End of the Road”)
•

Update: Dock aground at low tide: The SRD plan is to come back during the summer allowed window and
lowest tides with the same excavator (rubber tires in order to protect the cement ribbons) to work on the area underneath the dock. The dates June 6th, 22nd and July 4th have been proposed to the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans with preference being the earliest date possible. We’ll let you know when the date of the sediment management is pinned down.

•

Update: Capital investment: The SRD work plan this year includes design work with Surge Narrows community input. This capital upgrade would be to add moorage space at the facility as well as move the dock out enough
to avoid running aground. One possible way to achieve this might be through extension of the approach or gangway. Your opinions will be welcomed during this process, start date not yet known.

•

Vehicle parking: We have received many comments on the shortage of vehicle parking, Jim Abram has been
trying to work this for many years on our behalf with the provincial body responsible, BC Highways. It’s been
especially clear this year that action is needed, with both the upper & lower parking lots completely full since
March with resident vehicles. We’ll keep you posted on the success of our efforts.

In the meantime, we’re asking everyone to use the parking area judiciously. Out of fairness to others, please try not
to occupy more than 1 parking space. Should you have additional cars, trailers, etc., please consider parking
them elsewhere, particularly in summer months.
Other:
•

BC Wildfire update – Our BC Wildfire office is predicting this summer will be 10% hotter than the rolling average. Please consider putting in some time now in making the area around your home and buildings firesmart.
The May 22nd issue of the BC Wildfire newsletter is attached with good information on firesmart practices and
wildfires in general.

•

Successful funding applications: We have been successful in getting funding exactly as requested in our 1st formal attempts in many years:

Funding
SRD Delivers
Care
Federal COVID
Funding via United Way

Amount
$ 5,500

$ 2,325

For
Grocery delivery and Community Outreach (Aging in Home
program)
Community Outreach (Aging
in Home)

Notes
Grant writer Ginny, editor Judith
Grant writers Ginny & Rosie, supported by David
Cox

Thank you to other grant writers (Renate Harvey, Sally Davies, David Cox) who are working on or have submitted on additional grant opportunities under the SNCA umbrella. We know grant writing can be very time consuming!

•

Lot 302 update - Thank you to Ralph and Lannie for leading work on the proposed trail. Consultations are taking place with those with trail expertise (including the Cortes trail committee and the individual who wrote the
manual for trails for SRD) to ensure best practices are used. The old falling-down building has been safely taken
down and the burnable portion will be taken care of in a fall bonfire.

•

Because you were asking about the roadwork on Read Island – Devin is cleaning ditches and replacing 3
plugged culverts on Read Island roads (once plugged, the sediment inside hardens like cement). The follow-up
road grading is scheduled for August in consideration of fish-bearing streams.

•

Who to call in Emergency – please take a printed copy of “Who to call in Emergency” (also published in the
May Surge Currents) from the bulletin board in the freight shed, letting your family know where to find it by
your phone or VHF. An emergency can impact coping skills, this simple guide is to help.

•

The Surge Narrows Medical clinic – is being fully cleaned and disinfected immediately before each clinic.
Thank you, Ronda and Doug for your care.

•

Reminder – it’s spring cleaning time! – SNCA is planning to rent a large dumpster in the summer, to be located at Hoskyn Channel (end of the road) parking lot. We will be setting a very reasonable fee schedule and
providing pick-up truck assistance to get your materials from the water’s edge up the hill to the dumpster.

•

Zoom available for meetings – SNCA continues to maintain the upgraded Zoom account, which allows unlimited number of attendees and longer videoconference meetings. Please contact surgenarrows@gmail.com if you
have a group of community members wanting to use the Surge Narrows account, we’ll help you understand the
set-up if you don’t already.

Board of Directors
The Surge Narrows Community Association
Sheila, Rosie, Steve, Jim, Ginny

See the full pdf attachment with your Surge Currents email.

Current Events and Notices
Medical Clinic June—TBA
A Big Thank You to United Way Central & Northern Vancouver Island
As many know, over the past year, with the help of Quadra Island Health Society (and David and Sally), a home
support service was established to offer support to the elderly and vulnerable members of our community. Lise has
been doing regular visits to check in with folks, allowing them to continue to live safely in their homes. This service
was initially funded by private donors, and plans were afoot to secure grants and other funding as of April 1st.

But then Covid-19 hit and, at the very time it was more critical than ever that our vulnerable seniors remain at home,
all potential funding sources were put on hold. After a few tense weeks, we are happy to report that United Way
Central & Northern Vancouver Island came to our rescue and provided funding for Lise to continue her important
work, at least until June 15th. We’re currently working on securing funding for after this time.
The grant from United Way Central & Northern Vancouver Island couldn’t have come at a more opportune time. It
has allowed many of our residents to stay at home and avoid risky trips to town as well as avoid feelings of isolation.
We are very grateful for the support.
Rosie Steeves

Yoga with Reiko
Starts Friday June 6, at 11:30 in the gym.
Gas Stolen /Hoskyn Parking Lot
Our gas gauge looked low going into town 3 weeks
after we filled up at Costco? Did we?
Pulled into the gas station to find the cover over the
gas cap wouldn't open. Two of us managed and
found a broken off pocketknife blade inside with
heavy black paint or dried tar on it. Started to fill it
and someone noticed gas pouring onto the concrete.
What to do now?
We went to Seymour Services where we saw the filler
pipe had been cut.
Managed a patch and make it home but it’s going to be
an expensive repair.
Reported it to Quadra RCMP for an ICBC claim #.
So, my advice is to keep your tank in a parked position
so anyone trying to steal fuel is noticed by the camera
or someone coming and going.
Hugh McNab

Free Webinar: Citizen Science
with iNaturalist in the Discovery Islands
Do you enjoy taking photos of plants, animals, and fungi while exploring in nature? The Hakai Institute is encouraging citizen scientists to document and celebrate biodiversity in the Discovery Islands using iNaturalist, a free mobile app and website used globally to record and
share photo observations of nature. With iNaturalist you
can contribute to biodiversity studies, learn to identify species, and create an interactive record of your outdoor explorations.
All observations made in the Discovery Islands region will
be automatically added to a Discovery Islands project: inaturalist.ca/projects/discovery-islands. Observations made within Rebecca Spit, Surge Narrows,
or any other Discovery Islands provincial park
will also contribute to the BC Parks iNaturalist Project, led
by the Hakai Institute’s partners at UVic and
SFU: inaturalist.ca/projects/bc-parks
Learn more about iNaturalist and how to join this initiative at our free Zoom webinar on Thursday June 4th at
10 AM. Email biodiversity@hakai.org to register.

How Fossils are Formed

by Salix Webb

There are many ways that fossils are formed, usually when an animal or plant dies in a wet place and whose
body is covered in mud and silt. The flesh and soft tissues decompose, leaving the bones behind. Over time,
the sediment builds up over the animal and turns into sedimentary rock. These fossils are found after erosion has occurred, slowly uncovering the fossilized bones.
Five ways fossils are formed
Permineralization happens when eroded minerals and silt, carried by water, fills in the places where
the cells used to be in a bone, or shell, or plant or wood as it decomposes. The crystals solidify and
create an exact copy of the bone\plant\shell\wood. This is how most fossils are formed.
Natural casts are formed when flowing water, streams\rivers, erode the original bone and tissue\plant
etc, leaving just an imprint in the sediment, and as the water flows around it minerals build up and
harden to form an exact replica of the bone. This mainly happens to marine animals, or plants.
Amber preservation occurs when small organisms, such as bugs, pollen, lizards, and frogs, get stuck
in tree resin, which hardens into amber when the tree is buried under ground.
Trace fossils are records of an organism’s activity, such as nests, burrows, imprints of leaves, footprints, and feces. These are recorded in the ways I’ve mentioned.
Preserved remains record intact remains of organisms, such as preserved skin, bone, muscle, hair,
and organs. This often occurs when an organism is trapped in something like ice, or volcanic ash, or
in a peat bog. This is a rare type of preservation.

The Vancouver Island Elasmosaurusus
Elasmosaur were marine reptiles that lived in the late Triassic period. There have been skeletons of Elasmosaurs found throughout North America, on beaches, streambeds, and lake banks. Scientists guess that Elasmosaurs probably ate small fish, crab, octopus, and squid. The Elasmosaurusus body was built much like a
turtles, but bigger (10m long!), and minus the shell. Elasmosaurs were graceful and powerful underwater,
but clumsy on land, kind of like seals.
An Elasmosaur skeleton was discovered along the banks of the
Puntledge River, Courtney, in 1988. The skeleton is approximately 80 million years old. It was found by Mike Trask and
his twelve year old daughter, who were prospecting for fossils
along the riverbank. It was the first Elasmosaur to be found in
B.C, and the first of its kind west of the Canadian Rockies.

Second Elasmosaur Found

Another Elasmosaur skeleton was found sometime in June
2019. This was found by Pat Trask, when he was leading a fossil
tour near Trent River on Vancouver Island. This Elasmosaur
was also around 80 million years old, but it is only about 10 % complete.
Sources:
https://australianmuseum.net.au/learn/australia-over-time/fossils/how-are-fossils-formed/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/new-elasmosaur-fossils-vancouver-island1.5206062
https://www.courtenaymuseum.ca/fossils-dinosaurs/the-elasmosaur-find/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elasmosaurus
https://news.ubc.ca/2018/09/19/ubcs-pacific-museum-of-earth-welcomes-ancient-sea-monster-to
-building-atrium/

First Elasmosaur found

WINTER FIREWOOD
The Campbell River Foundation Covid-19 Relief Fund is accepting grant applications
for C-19 related issues. The firewood idea, for the outer islands, is to pay younger
folks to cut rounds and split, as well as stack if required, for those who need help getting in their firewood this year. With travel restrictions some of us will not be getting
the much-needed assistance that we count on.
So, if you answer yes to the following statements, and would like to be included,
we ask that you be in touch:
You would normally have people (e.g. friends or relatives, or wwoofers) to help
you, but because of Covid-19, they won’t be travelling this year
•

You are a senior and/or in some way needing assistance to get firewood done (e.g.
health issues)
•
•

You have concerns about spending money to hire someone to help you

In addition, we need to know:
•

if you have your own supply of logs

•

if you need rounds cut, split, and stacked, or just one or two of these services

•

approximately how many cords you need cut, or the estimated number of hours of work required

•

if you have a splitter and, if not, if being able to use one would be helpful to you

•

any other pertinent information or questions you might have

•

This information will be compiled to support the grant application (no names will be included).
Please contact:
Sally Davies: sallyotg@gmail.com 250-204-8466 or Lise Batcheller: lululise08@gmail.com or when you see her on
her rounds.
SURGE SHOPS SOME MORE
In the Town Avoidance Competition, how long has it been since you’ve bumped down the road, lined up for the
ferry, spent oodles of money, then lugged the load from car to boat and finally staggered home, exhausted? A
month? Six weeks? Three months? Is anyone aiming for a year?
As we become more familiar and accepting of the alternatives to town tripping and all the available resources and
services, island life becomes less expensive and more comfortable, with extra days to enjoy the beauty, the ocean,
the forests, and the people around us. A bit of arithmetic on fuel and vehicle-wear expenses, and a full day squandered, versus the cost of delivery services and a quick, local pick up, will show a surplus of cash and time that you
can put somewhere more productive or enjoyable. Some of your neighbours manage happily without mainland a
car at all, fully embracing the realities of island life.
For about two more months we will benefit from the Strathcona Regional District’s “Delivers Care” grant which pays the freight cost of getting
groceries out here. SNCA is also diligently chasing more grant funding
to keep the service viable.
Our first Surge Shop at Costco, shopped and delivered to the end of the
road by the Ferry Godmother, Audrey, was a great success and participants felt it was well worth the 17% shopping fee. Jim and Steve met
Audrey’s van at the end of the road, transferred the load into their 4x4
pickup to drive to the beach and pass it into Steve’s boat. Thanks, guys

for doing the heavy work! Kathy, Sally and Judith received the load at Surge and sorted it into twelve individual orders.
Then there was a long wait for the water taxi to arrive with the Save-On-Foods load
which was sorted into 15 orders. Because the timing of the delivery services consumed
a whole day for the sorters, we have decided to skip Save-On- Foods and only offer a
Costco order on the occasional Fridays when we decide to shop there. Stay tuned for
the next Costco date in two or three weeks. We will offer a more comprehensive list
for the next Costco trip so you can order the basics you usually get at Save-On.
The Ferry Godmother will also do pickups anywhere in Campbell River or on her
Courtenay route, (e.g. Gunter Bros. Meats), so you can arrange directly with her to add
your other supplies to her delivery drive on our Costco days. By combining all our
Costco orders into one large order and sorting it ourselves, (so Audrey doesn’t need to
spend time sorting), she charges us nothing for the long drive to No-Shine. You can research Audrey’s charges and
other schedules and services at ferrygodmother.ca.
Thanks to all the Surge Shoppers who participate and help out, with patience and forgiveness for our occasional mistakes. Judith
Here comes the water taxi!

Out of the boat and onto the dock

June 2020
Beazley

Hole in the Wall

Campbell River

June 2020
Point Atkinson
Spreading Stonecrop
(sedum) and Compact
Selaginella (moss), or
Blunt Leaved Moss. Any
experts out there that
know better than my limited research?
Location: On the point at
Raven Bay

THE NORTH ISLAND’S LARGEST
MARINE STORE AND BOATYARD
Discovery Harbour Shopping Centre and Marina, Campbell River, BC
Tel: 250-286-1011 / Toll Free: 1-800-663-2994 / www.oceanpacificmarine.com
110-Ton Travelift
ABYC Certified Marine Technicians
ABYC Electricians
CWB Welders
Qualified Fiberglass
Cummins Marine Technicians
Painting and Detailing
Shipwrights & Fine Wood Workers
2 – 40X80 Sheds, 1-60x80 Shed
Emergency Services Available

PLB1, the World's smallest PLB
Homing Beacon to aid
final location by Search
and Rescue craft

Waterproof to 15 m

No subscription

Link via satellite to
Emergency Services

High intensity
(1 candela) strobe

Fast accurate positioning

Easily deployed
antenna

7 year battery life

30% smaller

Wherever you are, at sea, on land, the rescueME PLB1 provides the reassurance that global emergency services can
be alerted by the press of a button.
rescueME PLB1 works with the only officially recognised worldwide dedicated search and rescue satellite network
(operated by Cospas Sarsat). As this is funded by governments there are NO CHARGES to use this service.
When activated the rescueME PLB1 transmits your position and your ID to a Rescue Coordination Center via satellite link. Rescue services nearest to your are promptly notified of your emergency and regularly advised of your current location to assist prompt rescue.
Regular Price
$356.02
Sale Price
$324.99
In Stock Only

Kevin Bates
Store Manager
Ocean Pacific Marine Store & Boatyard
P: 250.286.1011 | TF: 1.800.663.2294 EXT 315 | Fax: 250.286.6254
kevinb@oceanpacificmarine.com | www.oceanpacificmarine.com

Surge Currents is published as a communication tool for the local community but the content of the newsletter
does not represent the opinions or position of the Surge Narrows Community Association, unless specifically
stated or unless an article is signed by the Board of Directors. Back issues are available. Annual subscription
to Surge Currents is free to residents/property owners and “Friends of Surge Narrows”. For non-residents, the
annual rate is $10.00 for email delivery. Subscription with delivery of printed copies via Canada Post is $25.00,
or $30.00 to a U.S.A. address Editor: ksb.svb@gmail.com SNCA Directors: Sheila Hollanders (Chairman),
Ginny Vassal (Secretary-Treasurer), Steve Barnes, Jim Mallis, Rosie Steeves
Paid up SNCA members (120) for this year October 2019 to September 2020 are: Heather Ballard, Kathy & Steve
Barnes, Hank Batcheller, Lise Batcheller, Roger Beriault, Doug Beyerstein, Merlin Blixhavn, Judy Bloomfield, Troy
Bouchard, Paul Brimicombe, Nahanni Campbell, David Cox, Madeline Cureton, Pat & Derek D’Altroy, Sally Davies,
Brenda Dempsey, Amy Engstrom, Leslie Goresky, Mark Goresky, Soma Goresky, Pamela Harbord, Mary Caroline &
John Hart, Renate & Scott, Jasmine, Dillon Harvey, Ben Hollanders, Sheila Hollanders, Shawnai & Tom Hollanders,
Violine Hollanders, Cameron Humphreys, Sunny Johnson, Dana & Lisa Kammersgard, Donna & Bruce Keeling, Albert & Kate Keller, Emily Keller, Ralph & Lannie Keller, Linda & Bruce Kempling, Renate Kviet, Claudia Lake,
Mark Lavergne, Dan Lewis, Jack Van Camp, Jill & Jeff Lewis, Jorgina Little, Nicole Magistro, Charmaine & Jim
Mallis, Wendy & Bill Matheson, Rachel & Roger Mattice, Ann & Richard Mayer, Kathy & Dwayne McLean, Annie
Moss and Family, Jeremy Paine, Johanna Paradis, Zephyr Polk, Kiersten & Ashley Riley, John Robilliard, Mike
Rockwell, Gloria, Dale, Amy, Catherine Rolfsen, Rockford Royko, Suromitra Santani, Madeline & Don Shalanski,
Reiko Seviengy, Eileen Sowerby, Rosie & Bob Steeves, Roberta Stevenson, Jeannie & Mike Stoppard, Mark Stubley,
Josh Sutherland, Leah Szostak, Tina Thomson, Anne Tonkin, Karen Tonseth, Hazel Trego, David Trendell, David
Turpin, Caren Van Der Mark, Ginny Vassal, Shauny & Rand Volk, Coady Webb, Ronda & Doug Weber, Douglas
White, Laurie & Rob Wood

Your 2019-2020 membership fees are now due. Thank you to our 2019-2020 members.
SNCA membership is $10.00 annually, and covers from AGM to AGM: Surge Narrows Community Association, P.O. Box 52, Surge Narrows V0P 1W0. Donations for general expenses, or as you designate for ourprojects, are also gratefully received at this address and official tax receipts can be issued upon request. Donations
can be made online by credit card through Canada Helps. Canada Helps charges SNCA a 4% fee.: https://
www.canadahelps.org/CharityProfilePage.aspx?CharityID=s74338

